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Cbe  Society  for  the  Relief 

of  the 

Destitute  Blind 

of  the 

City  of  New  York  and  Its  Vicinity 
NINETY-FIFTH  ANNUAL  REPORT 


HOME:  2641  GRAND  CONCOURSE 
AT  EAST  193rd  STREET 
NEW  YORK  68.  N.  Y. 

FOUNDED  BY  THE  REV.  EASTBURN  BENJAMIN 


Incorporated  May  19,  1869 


OBJECT  OF  THE  SOCIETY  (quoted  from  Certificate  of 
Incorporation,  filed  May  19th,  1869;  amended  December  6th, 
1950) : “That  the  business  and  object  for  which  said  Society 
is  to  be  formed,  are  to  afford  relief  to  the  Destitute  Blind 
by  providing  a home  for  them  and  as  far  as  it  can,  procur- 
ing work  to  enable  them  to  earn  their  own  livelihood.  . . 

For  95  years  the  Society  has  been  immeasurably  aided 
through  bequests  in  its  work  of  helping  the  needy  and 
friendless  blind.  No  bequest  or  gift  is  too  small. 


FOREWORD 

Our  Annual  Report  this  year  marks  the  end  of  our  Society’s 
ninety-fifth  fiscal  period.  The  Home  for  blind  people  in  need, 
to  which  the  Society  devotes  itself  exclusively,  thus  enters 
upon  the  last  half  of  its  tenth  decade  of  operation. 

With  the  confidence  inspired  by  almost  a century  of  loyal 
support  by  our  friends,  we  are  already  looking  ahead  to  the 
attainment  of  our  first  hundred  years  of  uninterrupted  service. 
That  support  is  solely  responsible  for  the  lifetime  care  and 
protection  successive  generations  of  blind  residents  have 
enjoyed. 

It  is  with  a deep  sense  of  indebtedness  to  such  friends,  past 
and  present,  that  we  address  this  Report  to  all  those  who  are 
now  playing  a part  in  enabling  us  to  fulfill  the  Society’s  mis- 
sion— to  give  a permanent  home  to  blind  people  without  the 
means  to  provide  for  themselves  the  special  care  they  need. 

HENRY  PARISH,  2nd 
President 


SUMMARY  OF  SERVICES  RENDERED  AT  THE 
SOCIETY’S  HOME  DURING  FISCAL  YEAR 
ENDED  SEPTEMBER  30,  1963 

*A  total  of  82  blind  people  in  residence  in  the  course  of 
the  year 

*A  comprehensive  health-care  program,  including: 

Regular  physical  check-ups 

Splendid  medical  care  in  the  Home’s  own  infirmary 
under  the  direction  of  the  Attending  Physician  and 
a staff  of  registered  and  practical  nurses 

Outside  hospitalization  and  surgery,  as  required 

Psychiatric,  ophthalmological,  dental,  and  podiatric  care 
by  visiting  practitioners 

Nourishing,  well-cooked,  appetizing  meals,  attractively 
served 

*An  occupational  therapy  schedule  primarily  geared  to 
the  needs  of  people  of  advanced  years,  with  facilities  for  pur- 
suing personal  hobbies 

^Weekly  religious  observance  in  the  Home’s  chapel,  sup- 
plemented by  facilities  for  regular  outside  worship  in  our 
residents’  respective  faiths 

^Single  or  double  bedrooms,  each  with  its  own  radio 

'^Diversified  individual  and  group  social-recreational  activ- 
ities extending  throughout  the  year 


Entrance  to  the  Home  and  permanent  residence  are 
free  to  our  blind  men  and  women.  No  charge  is  made 
for  any  of  the  Home’s  services. 
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Good  companions 


After-dinner  chitchat  in  the  women’s  dining  room 


(iLIMPSES  OF  DAILY  LIFE  AT  THE  HOME 

The  summary  on  page  2 lists  the  services  rendered  at  the 
Home  in  very  brief  form,  for  easy  reference.  It  will  be  seen 
that,  aside  from  the  essentials  of  food,  shelter,  and  health  care, 
life  at  the  Home,  as  in  any  normal  private  family,  is  made  up 
of  work,  play,  devotional  worship,  and  rest.  The  basic  needs 
mentioned  above  are  splendidly  met  by  wholesome  food,  com- 
fortable living  quarters,  and  the  best  of  health  care. 

Building  upon  that  solid  foundation,  we  endeavor  to  add 
the  kind  of  activities,  alternated  with  unhurried  leisure  hours, 
that  will  lend  meaning  and  spiritual  dimension  to  the  lives  of 
our  blind  men  and  women  residents — such  facets  of  our  pro- 
gram as  wholesome  occupational  therapy,  social  and  recrea- 
tional diversions,  and  religious  expression.  (All  the  illustra- 
tions chosen  for  this  Annual  Report  reflect  these  latter  phases 
of  life  at  the  Home.) 

In  an  effort  to  achieve  the  most  from  our  occupational 
therapy  schedule  in  the  way  of  morale  and  interested  living, 
we  offer  facilities  for  light  work  in  a considerable  number  of 
handicrafts.  Among  the  latest  ones  added  are  certain  crafts 
recently  adapted  to  the  limitations  of  handicapped  people. 
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For  example,  a considerable  number  of  our  residents  are  re- 
ceiving instruction  in  making  tile-work  objects,  such  as  book 
ends,  serving  trays,  ash  trays,  and  trinket  or  jewelry  boxes. 
Other  handicrafts  practiced  include  mattress  renovating,  chair 
recaning,  leather  work,  basket  weaving,  rug  making,  knitting, 
crocheting,  and  different  kinds  of  needlework.  Sales  of  the 
products  are  held  at  regular  intervals  and  are  made  the  occa- 
sion for  social  visits  by  the  residents  with  their  friends.  They 
look  forward  to  these  displays  of  their  handiwork  and  to 
entertaining  relatives  and  acquaintances  at  the  sales. 

The  religious  observances  of  our  blind  people  and  their 
social  contacts  and  activities  overlap  to  a considerable  extent. 
In  outside  worship  in  their  various  faiths  they  find  fellowship 
in  neighboring  congregations,  which  go  out  of  their  way  to 
welcome  them.  And  their  friendly  visits  with  the  volunteers 
who  furnish  transportation  to  and  from  the  churches  and 
synagogues  provide  further  social  outlets.  In  addition  to  their 
worship  outside  of  the  Home,  a simple  service  is  held  once 
a week  in  our  own  chapel.  For  the  chronically  ill  and  infirm 
among  our  residents,  the  various  rites  of  their  religions  are 
observed  at  the  Home. 


Busy,  interested  workers  in  occupational  therapy 


Grouped  around  the  radio  in  the  men’s  sitting  room 


Aside  from  social  contacts  through  their  religious  activities, 
the  recreational  and  social  life  of  our  family  of  blind  people 
covers  a wide  range.  Many  of  them  receive  regular  visits  from 
friends  and  relatives,  whom  they  are  free  to  entertain  in  an 
attractive  living  room.  They  are  permitted  to  visit  outside 
the  Home  when  properly  escorted,  and  many  of  them  receive 
invitations  to  private  homes. 

As  one  would  expect,  radio  programs  are  extremely  popu- 
lar with  blind  people,  and  our  own  residents  make  good  use, 
singly  and  in  groups,  of  the  bedroom  radios  and  those  in  the 
recreation  rooms.  The  garden  at  the  Home  is  equipped  with 
comfortable  benches,  for  outdoor  relaxation,  and  with  guide 
rails  defining  extensive  foot  paths,  for  more  active  exercise. 

Some  of  the  residents  find  pleasure  in  the  Home’s  pianos 
and  the  organ  in  the  chapel,  and  a few  perform  on  other  in- 
struments. Informal  group  entertainment  brings  the  residents 
together  frequently,  and  there  are  a number  of  entertainments 
by  outside  individuals  and  groups  in  the  course  of  the  year. 
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A group  of  high  school  girls  serve  the  residents  as  readers, 
guides,  and  shoppers.  “Talking-book”  recordings  are  available 
for  individual  and  group  use.  Instruction  in  Braille  is  given 
to  all  residents  •who  desire  it,  and  the  Society  receives  gifts  of 
periodicals  and  other  reading  matter  in  Braille. 

A number  of  the  Society’s  friends  provide  special  treats  of 
refreshments  frequently,  and  others  remember  many  of  our 
residents  on  birthdays  and  holidays. 

From  all  the  foregoing,  it  will  be  seen  that  the  religious 
and  social  activities  at  the  Home  are  dependent  to  a consider- 
able degree  upon  the  co-operation  of  volunteers  and  other 
friends  of  the  Society.  To  all  such  benefactors  of  our  blind 
people,  including  other  social  agencies,  various  clubs  and 
organizations,  individual  volunteers,  donors  of  special  treats 
and  remembrances,  the  Society  extends  its  warm  appreciation, 
as  it  does,  also,  to  those  who  contribute  of  their  financial  means 
toward  perpetuating  the  Home’s  services. 


On  the  t'wo  following  pages:  A view  of  the  Home’s  garden 

A sunny  corner  in  the  women’s  occupational  therapy  room 


OFFICERS  FOR  THE  YEAR  1962-63 


President 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

Vice-Presidents 


Philip  M.  Bri:tt,  Jr. 

T rcasurer 

John  Brooks 

O’Donnexl  Iselin 


Charles  S.  McVeigh, 


VViNTHROP  S.  Emmet 


Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 
John  C.  Orr,  2nd 


Assistant  Treasurer 
John  C.  Orr,  2nd 

finance  Committee 

John  Brooks 
A.  Gifford  Agnew 
The  President,  Ex  Officio 

Auditing  Committee 
Jr. 

The  President,  Ex  Officio 

Latv  Committee 
Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 
The  President,  Ex  Officio 

Executive  Committee 
John  Brooks,  Chairman 
Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 
Winthrop  S.  Emmet 
The  President,  Ex  Officio 


Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 
Secretary 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 
Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 
Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr. 

Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr. 
A.  Gifford  .^gnew 


Attorneys 

Gifford,  Woody,  Carter  and  Hays 
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Trustees 


A.  Gifford  Agnew 

Philip  M.  Brett,  Jr 

John  Brooks 

George  Crawford 

WiNTHROP  S.  Emmet 

O’Donnell  Iselin 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr. 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 

Henry  Parish,  2nd 

*Lawrason  Riggs 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 

Perry  D.  Trafford,  Jr... 


-.122  E.  42nd  St,  N.  Y.  City 

40  Wall  St,  N.  Y.  City 

100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 

..  .7  East  42nd  St.,  N.  Y.  City 
-.215  E.  73rd  St,  N.  Y.  City 

40  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

60  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

100  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 

42  Wall  Street,  N.  Y.  City 

74  Trinity  Place,  N.  Y.  City 

25  Broadway,  N.  Y.  City 

74  Trinity  Place,  N.  Y.  City 


* The  Society  suffered  a severe  loss  in  the  death  of  Mr. 
Lawrason  Riggs  on  January  7,  1963.  Mr.  Riggs  had  served  on  our 
Board  of  Trustees  some  forty-two  years,  from  1920  until  his 
death. 

He  faithfully  discharged  the  duties  of  Secretary  of  the  Society 
from  1924  to  1950,  and  at  the  time  of  his  death,  in  addition  to  his 
services  as  a member  of  the  Board,  he  was  a Vice-President  of 
the  Society  and  a member  of  its  Law  Committee. 

His  wise  counsel  and  devotion  to  the  welfare  of  our  blind 
residents  will  be  missed  by  his  friends  and  colleagues  on  the 
Board. 
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PAST  OFFICERS 

Presidents 

Rev.  Eastburn  Benjamin 1868-1874 

Rev.  J.  J.  Roberts 1874-1884 

Charles  H.  Leland 1884-1890 

Edwin  S.  Coles 1890-1896 

Hon.  Henry  E.  Howland 1896-1913 

William  Foulke 1913-1920 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1920-1944 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1945-1950 

George  Crawford 1950-1953 

Henry  Parish,  2nd I953. 

Vice-Presidents 

Rev.  Dr.  W.  A.  McVickar 1871-1873 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  B.  Wyatt 1871-1872 

Rev.  Dr.  C.  E.  Swope 1872-1873 

D.  Lydig  Suydam 1873-1878 

G.  W.  T.  Lord 1873-1874 

1878-1881 

N.  P.  Hosack 1874-1878 

Townsend  Cox..,. 1878-1883 

F.  H.  Weeks 1881-1886 

B.  F.  CoRLiEs 1883-1886 

W.W.  Culver 1886-1892 

E.  S.  Coles 1889-1891 

.1.  McCarter.... 1891-1893 

H.  Manuel 1892-1894 

Hon.  H.  E.  Howland 1893-1896 

Lyman  Rhoades 1894-1907 

Maj.  Gen.  C.  F.  Roe 1896-1913 

Archibald  D.  Russell 1907-1913 

Frederic  deP.  Foster 1903-1929 

Howland  Pell 1913-19^8 

Stephen  C.  Clark 1929-1944 

Edmund  P.  Rogers 19^8-1948 

Lucius  Wilmerding 1945-1949 

O’Donnell  Iselix 1948-1950 

^ 1956-1959 

Walter  N.  Stillman 1949-1956 

Henry  Parish,  2nd igrn  igr-j 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr... '.'IIZZI  I 19^ 

Lawrason  Riggs 1959-1963 
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Secretaries 


Edwin  S.  Coles 1871-1891 

James  McCarter 1891-1893 

Henry  J.  Cammann^'. 1893-1903 

C.  A.  Schermerhorn 1903-1914 

Charles  C.  Bull 1914-1924 

Lawrason  Riggs 1924-1950 

Charles  S.  McVeigh,  Jr 1950-1953 

Edmund  P.  Rogers,  Jr 1953- 

T reasurers 

Horace  Manuex 1871-1896 

Henry  C.  Swords 1896-1914 

Lewis  Spencer  Morris 1914-1917 

1919- 1920 

Frederic  F.  de  Rham 1917-1919 

1920- 1931 
1935-1938 

H.  Pendleton  Rogers 1931-1935 

John  Brooks 1938- 

Assistant  Treasurer 

John  C.  Orr,  2nd 1955- 


13 


FINANCIAL  STATEMENT 
Fiscal  Year  October  1,  1962 — September  30,  1963 

Income  erom  All  Sources; 

Investments  $208,054.75 

Remittances  from  Trusts  Not  Administered  by  Society 44,493.95 

Contributions  38,579.70 

Occupational  Therapy  (Sales  and  Repair  Work) 2,080.13 

$293,208.53 

Operating  Expenses  : 

Home  Management,  Housekeeping,  Operation  of  Building $ 60,731.13 

Provisions,  Including  Preparation  and  Service 53,044.41 

Fuel,  Gas,  Electricity 13,246.80 

House  Supplies  5,810.22 

Physician  and  Nurses 39,842.49 

Medical  Supplies  and  Outside  Hospital  Service 6,958.54 

Occupational  Therapy  9,811.56 

Building  Maintenance  and  Service 61,880.50 

Improvements  to  Building 7,200.00 

Fiduciary,  Legal,  and  Auditing  Fees 4,958.00 

Pensions  and  Payments  to  Co-operating  Agencies 5,535.51 

Insurance 6,002.08 

Social  Security  5.197.92 

Hospitalization  Insurance 3,121.33 

Public  Relations  and  Fund  Raising 14,903.03 

Office  and  House  Furniture 3,534.20 

Various  9,067.36 

$310,845.08 

Excess  of  Operating  Expenses  over  Income $ 17,636.55 

Depreciation  19,081.32 

Total  Over-all  Deficit ^ 36,717.87 
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MANAGEMENT  OF  THE  HOME 


-Miss  Lillian  T.  MacKinnon Director  (FOrdham  7-2085) 

Mrs.  Helen.x  McVey Occupational  Therapy  Supc  rvisor 

Mrs.  Clara  S.  Gehrm.\nn Nurse  in  Charge 

‘Q, 

Attending  Physician 
Herbert  B.  Wilcox,  Jr.,  M.D. 

The  Attending  Physician  is  on  the  staff  of  Columbia  Presby- 
terian Medical  Center  and  whenever  necessary  calls  upon  special- 
ists from  the  Medical  Center  staff  for  consultation. 

Visitor 

The  Rt.  Rev.  Horace  W.  B.  Donegan,  D.D.,  S.T.D. 

The  Bishop  of  New  York 

Chaplains 

Rev.  Harry  R.  Coleman 
Rev.  Lawrence  B.  Larsen 


* It  is  with  deep  regret  that  we  report  the  death  of  the  Director 
of  our  Home,  Miss  Lillian  T.  MacKinnon,  on  September  18,  1963. 

Although  her  nine  years  of  faithful  service  at  the  Home  were 
marked  by  splendid  administrative  ability,  perhaps  the  contribu- 
tions for  which  she  will  be  most  gratefully  remembered  were  her 
ability  to  perpetuate  the  truly  homelike  atmosphere  which  has 
always  been  the  goal  of  our  Society  and  her  friendly  and  com- 
pletely natural  comaraderie  with  our  blind  residents. 
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NEW  BEQUESTS  RECEIVED  DURING  THE 
FISCAL  YEAR  ENDED  SEPTEMBER  30,  1963 


Estate  of  Estelle  \V.  Leavens $1,000.00 

Estate  of  Wilhelniina  E.  Hill 1,000.00 

Estate  of  Adeline  Doughty 387.82 

Estate  of  Julia  Youmans 925.52 

Estate  of  Belle  Tilton . 500.00 

Estate  of  Giovanni  Norberti 3,502.06 

Estate  of  Herman  Murway 44.00 

Estate  of  Laura  Pack 170.45 

Estate  of  Florence  Broderick 163.00 

Estate  of  Pauline  Scherer ..  41.00 

Estate  of  Gertrude  Collin 100.00 

Estate  of  Florence  .A.  Morris 2,466.98 

Estate  of  Paul  W.  Smith 340.00 

Estate  of  IHartha  J.  McClatchey 797.08 

$11,437.91 
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Have  you  thought  of  remembering  our  Society  in  your  will 


Form  of  Bequest 


I hereby  give  and  bequeath  to  ‘‘THE  SOCIETY  FOR 
THE  RELIEF  OF  THE  DESTITUTE  BLIND  OF 
THE  CITY  OF  NEW  YORK  AND  ITS  VICINITY" 

the  sum  of„. .Dollars 

for  use  of  said  Society. 


Visitors  to  the  Home  Are  Always  Welcome 


